
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER;

Amongst tlie business most urgently demanding
the attention of Congress at it* present session is
the revision of the Tariff, by substituting, in, all

practicable cases, tpecijic for ad valorem duties on

products and manufactures imported from Foreign
Countries. In the discussions upon extraneous

questions, and others of less consequence, and cer¬

tainly of less immediate urgency, this measure, so

important as a means of relieving the pressure upon
certain of our home manufactures, and the only
means of preventing extensive frauds on the reve¬

nues through the undervaluation of imported goods,
has been almost entirely lost sight of.
Our attention has been especially directed to the

subject by the reception, yesterday, from a respect¬
able and reliable source, of the subjoined article,
which wc should adopt but for the particular know¬

ledge it displays of commercial details, with which,
it must be generally understood, we ore not as fa¬
miliar as the writer evidently is.

If our endorsing his conclusions and seconding
his recommendations would assist the writer in his
laudable object, we should not hesitate to express
our entire concurrence io his views.

Among the tabular statements accompanying the
last Annual Report of the Secretary of the Treasury
there were several intended to show the nominal di¬
minution of the prices of various foreign articles
since the universal ad valorem tariff of 1846 went
into operation; but thus far they have failed to at¬
tract attention in or out of Congress, partly from the
time occupied by the all-engrossing topic of the Pre¬
sidential election, but more especially from the en¬

tire unwillingness of members even to entertain the
idea that ,any part of that so-much-cherished mea¬

sure of the last Administration is susceptible of cor¬

rection or improvement in any of its features. With
Mr. Walker, the late Secretary of the Treasury, the
idea of a general ad valorem tariff, upon the princi¬
ples of an equitable classification of Import Duties,
had so absorbed his faculties and attention that no

commercial advice or experience was permitted to
be brought to his aid in the arrangements of its de¬
tails. Men of enlarged experience and practical
judgment predicted at the time the impracticability
of carrying into entire operative effect a tariff of
such a character, and others deplored the encour¬

agement it would hold out to the still greater exten¬
sion of that reckless swearing at the consular offices
and the custom-houses by many importers, who too

commonly act upon, and even occasionally defend,
the doctrine that there is a wide difference between
a custom-house oath and all others, whether taken in
court or elsewhere. This is not to be construed as

a general charge.by no means; but, lest it be con¬
strued as such, and seized upon as on argument
against the position here assumed, the intention is
at once disclaimed ; but, for the justice of its partial
application, it is only necessary to appeal to the ex¬

perience of bvine8S men in any commercial city.
It is perhaps improbable that any modification of

the tariff of 1846 will be effected this season ; nor
is it the intention of the writer to urge, against the
apparently fixed determination of Congress, the
usual topics in favor of that great national modifica¬
tion, which would, if accomplished, restore the for¬
mer usefulness and importance of many of our manu¬

facturing institutions, without operating in the
least degree injuriously against the other interests
of the country. The present object is to point out
the defects of the existing ad valorem tariff, in the
universality of its features, leading as it does to
frauds of the' most extensive character, not so much
upon tho Government as upon the fair trader, who
too often finds himself struggling against a competi¬
tion that he in vain seeks to countervail or investi¬
gate. If a Government possesses a power to tax its
citizen? in any shape, it is its duty to see that such
taxes are equally levied upon all classes of those
citizens; and especially is this enjoined upon our
own Government by the Constitution and the public
sentiment. It is a grave charge to say that the ir¬
regularities referred to.or, to speak more plainly,
frauds.are perpetrated at the custom-houses of
the United States j nevertheless the charge is sus¬

ceptible of proof, without the necessity of designat-
ng particular time, place, or men, and without in
the slightest degree implicating the revenue officers
of the United States, who are universally known
and respected for the faithful and conscientious dis¬
charge of their duties. These frauds originate
mostly in foreign countries, and are of a nature to
set at defiance the vigilance and skill of the whole
corps of collectors, appraisers, Ac. in the United
States. The remedy lies in such a modification of
the existing law as will restore the specific duties to
every articje, the nature and appearance of which
renders it almost impossible fbr consuls or for tho
officers of the customs to affix to it the fair market
value for the assessment of the ad valorem duty.
But to the proofs.
From the tables referred to we select for this

communication the following, relative to cigars:
Imported.

Kin*annth* end'g June 30, '42
Yew ending Juno .10, '44 . . .

Oo '46 . .

Do '46 . . ,

five month" end'g Nov. 90, '44
Seven mo'i end'g Juno 30, '47
Year ending June 80, *4* . . .

Bo
Do '50 . .

Do 'Jl . . .

Thou
Tariff. nnili. ' alue. a^,.

Specific ... 34,510 *46.1,4*1
do 64,007 974.431
d» 73.366 1,1»,B44
do 79.21M
4» 40,741 045,38#
Ad valorem 43,968 602,812
do lBjMft 1.MMM
do . . . , . 106,982 1,439,766
do 194,303 1,440,007
do ..... I 210.7991 2,690,902

Aver"

*13 4.-1
15 OS
15 82
16 20
16 84
12 HI
10 K3
13 46
U 91
11 39

Rwult..Average invoice ooet at iipeoUlc duty . . . 116 4*
Average Invoice oo»t at ail valorem duty - 11 89
Reduction la average eo»t . 8 69

Kqualto percent. 23 19

To this it was objected by an ultra Walker man,
.one of those who had predetermined that there could
be no flaw, speck, or blemish in the tariff of 1846,
that the high aoale of duties on cigars had led to an
increased importation of those or an inferior class,
usually imported from Mexico, Bremen, &c., and
thus reducing the average coat price of the whole.
The writer in consequence' entered upon an investi¬
gation of the matter, and from the Register's annual
reports on the oommerce and navigation of the Uni¬
ted States compiled the following table :

Statement of lhe Import* of Cigarf under (he tperifie and ad
valorem Tariff*, compiled from tht annual return* of (he
Trratury Department.

UNDFB TH« srsniric TAMrF.

Time.
Cuba Cigar*.

1849.1804...
1844.IMA . .

1844.1846, . .

July 1 to Nov. 30/46

Thoaa-

76,80*
40,02*

Invoice
coat Av'ge

68,608 961,2611 15 96
06.800fl.lo0.462! 16 47

1,266^)121 16 95
840.161 16 Oo

Alt other Cigar*.

Thona-
andi.

LM
2.410
708

*4M74ja.#S738«i 16 06 11.23*1 106.4.19 9 39

Invoice
coat.

13,170 8 16

A'ge

6,608 60.192
99,849 11 14

996

7 98

ONDEJt THE AD VALOl

Dac.l. '46, t*>June 30,"7
1847.184* ....
1848.1*49 ...

1849.1*60 ....
1840.1861

39,26*
119,68*
112.009
162,904
vc.

688,609
1,328,056

109,010 1.4*17,02* i« 70
1,416,694
2*02,778
6.994.968

18 66
11.12
12 64
14 13]
13 06

4,004] 24,003
*M«6j 31,412
4.979; 31,HHP
12.284) 52,403

218,0391

83,7831 367,096

000
4 73
6 40
4 28
3 90

497
Reduction in the average price of Cuba Olgar* atn~ o,. -

the Tariff Act of 1846, >3 per Uxmeaixl, «. li74 wmZm P^t"
reduction In lame period of the average prioe of other Clntra »vi<»'

or 54.62 par ccnt. * '

This table certainly does prove thai the mingling
of the two kinds of cigars had nh'qhtty increased tho
average reduction in price of the %e»t} whilst it
proved at the same time, and as a necessary oonae-

qnenoe, that there bad been an enormous reduction
in the prices of those of an inferior olaM.

It will be seen that the oigars of inferior manu¬
facture have been evtmrrd sinoo the passage of the

tariff aot of 1846 at prices averaging 54 per cent,
leas, and that those from Cuba, which ooostitute the
great bulk of the importations, were entered at an

average cost of nearly 19 per cent, lower than dur¬
ing the four years previous, under the system of
specific duties.

1 am aware it may be urged that under the latter
system (the duty was then assessed per weight)
there was no object in invoicing the cigars at less,
and that there was often policy under the former in
putting them down at an advance on the actual cost,
with a view to procuring undue advances, or to sti¬
mulating the consignees to extra zeal in effecting
sales. But, on the other hand, more than half the
cigars are imported for account of our own citizens,
whilst the owners of but a limited part of those sent
hither on consignment would resort to the practices
referred to. In this view of the caae, it would be a

large allowauce to reduce the average cost of the
Cuba cigars prior to 1847 to 915, ana those of other
kinds to $8; and taking these prices only as the
baais upon which to calculate the loss to the present
revenue of forty per cent, ad valorem, I find the
said loss to be 8428,748 on Cuba, and 8124,929 on

other kinds of cigant. But, leaving the latter cal¬
culation, under the belief that it i9 correct in itself,
it remains to be observed.which is the most promi¬
nent fact in the whole question.that during the
past five years the advanoe in the prices of cigars at
Havana (and the imports from the rest of the island
are scarcely worth noticing) is a matter of general
notoriety, not only to the aealers, but to every mai

who indulges in the use of the genuine article. It
can scaroely be denied that such advance, from
causes not necessary now to explain, amounts to thir¬
ty-three per cent, at the least; and if we assume

such advance to have been only twenty per cent
instead of fl5, the imports of the first five yearsshould have averaged $18 per thousand, and the
loss to the revenue has amounted to 81,072,000 !

So much as it respects the actual or estimated
losses sustained by the Government through the
machinery of the tariff of 1846 on cigars alone.
But there is another view to be taken of the case, in
which the fair and honest dealer is the most inter¬
ested party. Assuming the real average price of
cigars at Havana to be $18, as above noted, and
that only one-fourth the exports have been fairly
invoiced, it reduces the prices of the remaining
three-fourths to $11.40; the duty on the difference,
to the benefit of the false and injury of the fair tra¬
der, being $2.64 per thousand, or much more than
the usual wholesale profits on the articles !

These remarks have been extended beyond what
was at first designed; but as they are not based upon
mere party feeling, and are intended to awaken the
attention of Members of Congress of both parties to
the injurious effects of a universal ad valorem system
of duties upon the interests of the upright and fair
dealer, independent of the losses sustained by the
Treasury, and as the facts advanced and the de¬
ductions drawn therefrom have been correctly ascer¬
tained or carefully estimated, it is to be hoped they
will not be without their results, especially on the
minds of those directly interested.

Remarks less diffuse but equally applicable upon
other articles of import will form the subject of a

succeeding article. Yours, &.. EQUITY.

OVERLAND TO CALIFORNIA. ,

M*srs. Editors: I have been frequently asked as to
the best mode of outfit for California by laad.
To St. Louis via Pittsburgh by railroad and steamboat

from Washington, twenty-five dollars, four men or two

gentlemen and wives can travel in one four-horse carriage,
the back part of which is arranged for a tent which is the
smallest that can be used, cooking utensils, including a

light tin reflector, a place fixed on the sides of the car¬

riage for a light axe, a small sythe and a small sharp
spade, one box of maccaroni, 150 pounds flour, butter,
lard, pork, sugar, coffee, &c. to each person, which should
be compactly arranged in the back part of your carriage.
It will cost less by this method of travelling by one-half
than by the Isthmus to California. Make all the pur¬
chases at St. Louis; the Rocky Mountain men will tell you
how to economise, and what articles to buy ; go by wny
of 8alt Lake, buy a supply there, treat the Mormons well,
and no trouble will ensue. The story of the rebellion
and collusion with the Indians is without foundation;
but it is true that they have located their capital just
where it should be, near £he centre of their Territory,
and I believe it is true they appropriated twenty thou¬
sand dollars received for public buildings in paying ex¬

penses incurred in building ,their council or court-house,
(just the best arrangement they could have made,) and,
like other people in the Western country, they occasion¬
ally hold religious meetings as wellasadministerjustice in
the court-house. And, further, if D. is anxious for con¬
tracts, there will probably be public buildings to be erect¬
ed in California, (wages and cost of material about the
same as at Salt Lake;) he oan have a chance, provided he
can give sufficient security, it being very necessary to
demand it from persons who do not display a business
tact in such uiatters. A CALIFORNIAN.

THE MILLIONAIRE ESTATE.

Notwithstanding the search made for the heirs of Wm.
Jknninus, of Acton Place, county, England, and
Orosvenor Square, London, singular as it may appear,there is good reason to believe that some of the heirs to
the "Jennings estate" are our neighbors, and as yethavebeen overlooked, to wit: Humphrey Jennings was an iron¬
master, Birmingham, England, and had three sons. Wil¬
liam, who left the estate, was the son of the eldest son of
Humphrey. Of the second son there are no heirs. John
was the son of the youngest son of Humphrey; and John's
son was John Jennings, who left Whitehaven, England,with his wife Ann and their children, Thomas, Joha, Luke,'and Elizabeth ; another daughter, Lucy, was born to them
in America. John and wife landed in Virginia, near Fre-.
dericksburg, or in that neighborhood. John died, (it is
supposed in King George county, Virginia,} and Ann, his
widow, married Wm. flhite. A record of tne apprentice¬ship to which John and Luke were bound by said White
ana wife exists in Fredericksburg. No doubt the descend¬
ants of White have, or have had, the Jennings' familyBible, if such a book existed; and of this there is little
doubt Thomas has left a son aad grandson, now livingin Virginia. John and Luke have deceased, one killed at
the battle of Bunker Hill, and the cause of death to the
other is unknown. Elizabeth married John, the brother
of Peter, the father of George Wise, Esq., of Alexandria,Virginia. The heirs of Elisabeth are Mrs. Rebecca Lyles,of Broad Creek, Maryland, who is the daughter of Betsey,who was second daughter of Elizabeth; and Misses EUia
Seton, Louisa Rebecca, and Matilda Johns, and John Seton
Johns, who are the grandchildren of Nancy, who was the
third daughter of Elisabeth; and there are living heirs to
Kitty, who was first daughter of Eliiabeth ; and there are
living heirs to Nat., who was son of Elizabeth. The heirs
of Nat. are the brothers Wise, of Covington, Ky.
Lucy married Rygdon, and her daughter, Mary Jennings

Rejon, is now living in Georgetown, D. C.
George Wise, Esq. and Mrs. Ricketts, of Alexandria,

Virginia; Mrs. Preuss, Mrs. Dorsey, Gen.' Walter Jones,
of Washington, D. C., and no doubt others of our venera¬
ble oitixens in Maryland, the District of Columbia, and
Virginia, were well acquainted with the Wise family, of
the celebrated Wise tavern, in Alexandria, Va.
With a view to elicit information this short statement is

made: and it is requested that communications throwing
light on the burial place of John Jennings, or the whrr.
about* of his family Bible, or any tangible facts touch¬
ing this matter be sent to Thos. Jonas, Esq., Clerk in the
Patent Offoe.or to Thos. G; Cliwtok or Gen. J*o. Masos,
Washington, D. C., or to some of a<.1

In reply to a letter of inquiry, the First Assistant of
the Postmaster General has announced that an article or
advertisement in a newspaper may be marked with a pen
or pencil, without subjecting the sheet to letter postage,
if it is done for the sole purpose of readily attracting the
attention of the person to whom the paper may be sent.
11 the mark should be made so as to convey any other
information, the paper would then be charged with letter
rates..Baltimore American.

Discoraar o? a Wild Ma*..A short time since, one
of the surveyors engaged on the Panama Water Works
disoevered something in the shape of a man sitting on the
bank of a stream, » few miles from Panama. He waa en-
t'rsly naked, and had very long black hair. The partyaddressed him both In Spanish and English, but he ap-peared to understand neither, and. refusinganj Intercoursewith them, escaped Into the woods, where they were una¬
ble to pursue him.

CONGRESS.
Saturday, May 1, 1852.

The Senate did aot ait to-day.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES^

The SPEAKER stated the first business in order to be
the engrossment of the bill for the relief of Osboru-Cross,
of the U. 8. Army, yesterday reported from the Commit¬
tee of the Whole with the recomtnendalion that it do paw.After considerable debate, the yeas Snd nays were or¬
dered on the engrossment of the bill, and, being taken,
resulted: Yeas 01, nays 49.

go the bill was ordered to be engrossed/or a third read¬
ing ; and, being engrossed, it was read the third time and
passed.
The House then accounted.

Tujsju>ay, May 4, 1852.

IN 8ENATE.
The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the body a

communication from the Secretary of the Navy, made in
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 27th
ultimo, calling for information-in regard to officers of the
nary receiving greater compensation than is provided bythe act of March 3, 1835.

Mr. HALE said the report was in answer to a resolu¬
tion submitted by himself, and showed the rumor was un¬
founded. He was happy tesay that this waB a rumor of abuse
which had no existence in fact, and he would simply move
that it be laid on the table and printed; which motion
was agreed to.

DEATH OF MR. ANDREWS.
A message was received from the House of Representa¬

tives announcing the death of Mr. Andbkws, and the re¬
solutions that were passed by that body in respect to his
memory.

Mr. HAMLIN then rose and addressed the Senate on the
character of the deceased, and concluded by offering the
following resolutions:

Retohed, That the Senate raoeives with sinccre regret thfe
announcement of the death of the Hon. Charles Andrews,
lute a member of the House of Representatives from the btate
of Muine, and tenders to the relatives of the deceased the as¬
surance of their sympathy with them under the bereavement
they have been called to sustain.
Revived, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to

transmit to the family of Mr. Ahdkews a certified copy of
the foregoing resolution.
The resolutions were unanimously agreed to.
And then the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
DEATH OF MR. ANDREWS.

After the reading of the Journal.
Mr. McDONALD rose and said: Mr. Speaker, I do

not rise to make any motion In relation to the ordinary
business of the House, but to perform the sad duty of
bringing to its attention the recent death of one of its
members.

, . .The Hon. Charles Andrews, but a few days Bince in
our midst, evidently greatly debilitated in body, yet strong
in the belief that the mildness of approaching summer
would impart new vigor to the springs of life, left this
city on the morning of the 13th of April last for his dis¬
tant and loved home.

,By the last mail from the North the delegation from
Maine received the afflicting intelligence that their col¬
league has been disappointed in, his hopes, and died at hia
residence, on Paris Hill, surrounded by his family, on

Friday last.
.After some remarks complimentary to the character oi

the deceased, Mr. McD. offered resolutions in substance
similar to those adopted by the Senate, whioh were unan¬

imously adopted, and then the House adjourned.

Monday, May 3, 1852.

IN SENATE.
The PRESIDENT of the Senate laicPfcefore the body a

communication from the several Departments, made in
compliance with a resolution of the 8enate of the < th of
March, 1851, calling on the several heads of Departments
to report some plan of classifying the clerks in the several
Departments, apportioning their salaries according to their
services, and for equalizing the salaries of the clerks of
the same giade in the different Departments. Referred
to the Committee on Finance and ordered to be printed.

[The document is signed by all the Secretaries, except
the Secretary of State, and reads as follows:

Washisgtoh, May 1,185J.
Bik- The undersigned, in compliance with a resolution ot

the Semite of the 7th of March, 1861, directing the Secretaries
of State, of the Treasury, of the Interior, of W ar, of the Navy,
and the Postmaster General to report to the Senate sonn
plan of cliuwifving the clerks in the several Department!. . foi
apportioning their salaries accordingto their services; andfoi
equalizing the salaries of the clerks of the same grade in eacl
of the Departments; also, some plan to provide for u fair anil
impartial examination of the qualifications of clerk#, and loi
promoting them from one grade to another, upon due regain
to qualifications and services," respectfully present the follow¬
ing separate report* toAhing the clerkships in their respec¬
tive Departments, with suggestions for effecting the object!
supposed to be contemplated in the Senate'* resolution.
The importance of securing, more uniformly, a high gra<U

of qualifications and a more permanent tenure to the clerk
ship* in the several Department, must be universally conced¬
ed

'
but. desirable as the undersigned regard these objects,

they have found it difficult to deviae any plan f»r their attain¬
ing by legislation without at the same time imposing re¬
straints and limitations upon the discretionary power of ap¬
pointment now vested in the heads of Department* in accord¬
ance with the provisions of the Constitution. If it be conced¬
ed that Congress may subject the i*>wer of appointment to
puch restrictions as they may deem expedient, it may yet be
doubted whether to do to might not impair rather than pro¬
mote the efficiency of the clerical force of the several Depart¬
ments, and, by increasing the existing evils, operate to the
detriment of the public service. Leaving to the wisdom or the
Legislature to determine how far this |>ower is by the Consti¬
tution left subject to restraint* or conditions, they suggest, as
the most appropriate means which they have been able to de*
vise for bringing into practical effect the reformations propos¬
ed . That in case of a vacancy in any office of clerk, except
that of chief clerk, a board shall be constituted by the head of
the Department in which the vacancy shall have occurred to
examine any candidates to fill the same, who may be sent
before it by the head of the Department, as well as to their
oondition of health anil physical energy, as to their education,
¦kill and other qualification* for the dutie* of the place in
Question: and that no per*on shall be considered eligible to?uch appointing who shall uot produce to the head of the De¬
partment, to be filed in it* archives, a certificate of approval
from such board of examination.

Tliat every vacancy, except in the chief clerkship, or in a

clerkship o» the lowaat claas, shall be illed from the next infe¬
rior class in the »ame Department or bureau by the individual
who shall receive from a board constituted for his examination,
ia the same manner as prescribed in the foregoing j*ragrapti,
a certificate that he i* fully qualified.
But if no person in such inferior class receive such certifi¬

cate. than such other person may be appointed as shall, by the
direction of the head of the Department, be sent before »ueh
board of examination and receive therefrom the requisite cer¬
tificate of qualification.

, ,That when such other person shall be J<> appointed, with¬
out the previous presentment for examination of all the eler**
of the class next inferior to that in which the vacancy is to be
filled, the head of the Department in which such appointment
is made shall cause to be entered fully on its records the rea¬
sons for such procedure.

While *everal of the undersigned *ntertain doubt* in regard
to the armtHemMilf or utility of the foregoing plaa of prelimi¬
nary examination ind of promotion by regular gradation, they
have, with some hesitation, concluded to unite in repeating it
. worthy of trial, and more likely to accomplish the desired
object than any other upon which all can agree.

In regard to the classification of clerks, too, a slight differ¬
ence of opinion exi*t* among the undersigned, as will be seen
by an examination of their several report*, annexed. Most of
them, however, are of opinion that though the number and
proportion of elorks in each of the proposed classes requir¬
ed in the several Departments and office* will be widely differ¬
ent, yet that all the clerks employed at the seat of govern-
ment-a* well by the two Houses of Congres* a* in the seve¬
ral Executive DepartmenU-maybe awfully'clarified accord-
ing to service and capacity, with uniform salaries to all clerks
of the same grade.

, , ,. , .The classification and arrangement ofclerk* submitted in
the accompanying schedules for several of the hxeeutive De¬
partments, and the bureaus and desk* thereof, are in accord¬
ance with the individual views of the head of that Department
for which the schedule is made.
The undersigned, however, unite in recommending that such

clarification and arrangement be established by law as shall
be found most nearly to fulfil these several recommendations,
and that uniform salaries be established for all the clerk* of
each class, in whatever Department of the (lovernment they
may be employed, at the city of Washington.
The Secretary of the Treasnry, in his classification,

suggests that the salary of the Assistant Secretary be
$4,600 per annum; a chief clerk, $2,500; two
$2,000; two of $1,800; fonr of $1,000; six of $1,400;
six of $1,200. To all the offices, Comptrollers, Auditors,
&c., each ohief clerk to receive $2,000. In the 3d Audi¬
tor's office there are ten clerks put down at $n*00, eleven
at $1,000, and sixteen at $1,400.]

RESOLUTIONS OF 8TATF. LEGISLATURE.
Mr. SUMNRR presented a resolution of the Legislature

of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, stating that an
essential reduction on the present rates of postage would
remove a very serious restraint upon the commercial and
social relations between the United States and the nations
of Europe, and would tend greatly to the advancement of
commerce and cirlllMtloa, aryi requesting the efforts of
their Henators to procure so desirable an end ; whieh was
ordered to be printed, and referred to the Committee on
the Post Office and Pott Roods.

By Mr. WALKER: Prom the Legislature of Wisconsin,
representing that the construction of railroad* io that
State is a subject of deep interest to its citizens, aud would
result in greatly enhancing the Talue of the public domain
aud the commercial prosperity of the Union, aud asking
that speedy and favorable action may be had on all the
bills now pending before Congress for that purpose; be¬
lieving as they do that in making liberal douatious of the
public domain for the promotion of internal improvements
in that State, not only its own interests, but the best in¬
terests of the whole country will be promoted.

. DEFICIENCY BILLS.
The Senate then proceeded to consider the deficiency

bill, the amendment pending being that increasing com¬

pensation to the Collins line of steamers.
Mr. RUSK rose and addressed the Seuate at considera¬

ble length in favor of the amendment as a measure of
national policy.

Mr. HUNTER was desirous to reply, and was prepared
to proceed at onue.

Mr. CLARKE said that his colleague (Mr. Jamks)desired to address the Seuate on the subject; he suggest¬ed that the further consideration be postponed.On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate proceeded to
the consideration of Exeoutive business, and, after some
considerable time spent therein, the doors were reopened,and the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The bills from the Senate for the relief of Charles G.

Hunter, and of Jane Irwin, were read a third time and
passed.

BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER'S TABLE.
On motion of Mr. COBB, the rules were suspended to

enable him to submit the motion that the House proceed
to the consideration of business on the Speaker's table;
which motion having been agreed to.
The SPEAKER laid before the House Executive com¬

munications, as follows:
_

A message from the President of the United States, in¬
viting the attention of Congress to the 8tate affairs in the
Territory of Oregon, growing out of a conflict of opinion
among the authorities of that Territory in regard to a

proper construction of certain acts of Congress. Refer¬
red to the Committee on Territories and ordered to b«
printed.
A message from the President, transmitting, in com

pliance with the resolntion of the House of the 30tl
March, a report from the Secretary of War, accompanies
by the original manuscript report of Capt. Thomas J
Crane, on the beft mode of improving the navigation of the
Ohio river at tie Falls of Louisville. Referred to the
Committee on Reads and Canals and ordered to be printed.A message fit»m the President, transmitting, in com¬

pliance with a resolution of the House of the 18th ultimo,
a copy of the correspondence with John P. Gaines, Gov¬
ernor of the Territory of Oregon, relative to the seat ol
government of that Territory. Referred to the Committee
on Territories, and ordered to be printed.
A message from the President, transmitting the report

of the inspectors of the Penitentiary of the United States
in the District of Columbia, for the year ending the 31st
December last. Referred to the Committee on the District
of Columbia, and ordered to be printed.
A message from the President, relative to the abstrac¬

tion of certain papers from the Department of State, re¬

commending the enactment of a law making such offences
penal. Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and
ordered to be printed.
A message from the President, transmitting, in further

answer to the resolution of the House of the 5th of Janu.
ary last requesting information in regard to a circular
of her Britannic Majesty's Secretary of State for Colo¬
nial Affairs, in respect to the encouragement of the
emigration of colored laborers from the United States to
the British West India Islands, another despatch address¬
ed to the Department of State by the Minister of the
United State* at London. Referred to the Committee on

Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed.
A communication from the Department of State, trans¬

mitting, agreeably to the act of Congress of March 2,
1819, regulating passenger ships and vessels, a tabular
statement showing the number and description of pas¬
sengers who orrived in the United States from the 30th of
September, 1850, to the 1st of January, 1852. Referred
to the Committe on Commerce, and ordered to be printed.
A communication from the Treasury Department, trans¬

mitting copies of such accounts as have been rendered bj
persons charged or entrusted with the disbursement oi

application of moneys, goods, or effects for the benefit ot
the Indians, for the two fiscal years terminating on the
80th June, 1850, and the 30th June, 1851. Referred t<
the Committee on Public Expenditures, and ordered to b<
printed.
A communication from the same, transmitting a lettei

from the First Comptroller, with a copy of all the corre

spondence between his department and the Secretary ol
the Territory of Oregon respecting the seat of govern
ment of said Territory, as required by a resolution of thi
House of the 18th March last. Referred to the Commit
tee on Territories, and ordered to be printed.
A communication from the same, transmitting eopies c

the accounts of John H. Trenholm and William M. Bel
for printing executed in their name for the Senate an
House of Representatives of the 31st Congress, in com

E'ance with a resolution of the House of the 26th of Apri
t. Laid on the tabic and ordered to be printed.
A communication from the same, transmitting an esti

mate from the Commissary General of Subsistence for th
service of his department for the fiscai year ending Jun
30, 1853, in lieu of the one for the same object transmit
ted to Congress at the commencement of the present ses
sion. Referred to the Committee of Way* and Means, aiu
ordered to be printed.
A communication from the same department, relative

to the appropriations of the 28th and 30th of September,
1850, of ten thousand dollars each, made by Congress fot
the locating of life boats on the coast of the United States,
tic. Referred to the Committee on Commerce, and order¬
ed to be printed.
A communication from the same, transmitting a letter

from the Secretary of War, stating that the estimates for
his department, submitted at the commencement of the

{resent session, may be reduced in certain particular*
525,522.52. Referred to the Committee of Ways and

Means, and ordered to be printed.
A communication from the Department of the Interior,

transmitting lists of the clerks and other persons employed
in that department and its bureaus during the last year,
and the amount paid to each. Laid on the table, and
ordered to be printed.
A communication from the Post Office Department,

transmitting, in compliance with law, a statement of tb<
finances of that deportment for the year ending the 80th
June, 1851. Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.
A communication from the same department, transmit¬

ting, In compliance with law, statements of the contract*
made for the carrying of the mails. Laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed.
A communication from the Commissioner of Patents,

transmitting the agricultural portion of his report for the
year 1851.

[The Commissioner says: " In view of the rapid destruc¬
tion and threatened extermination of the principal rumi¬
nants of the continent, a paper has been prepared at my
request by Prof. S. P. Baird, of the Smithsonian Institu¬
tion, to snow their susceptibility of domestication; and
that duty requires us, instead of wantonly destroying, to
preserve and multiply these noble deni/en* of our forests
and plains, both because of the great interest attached to
them by the naturalists, and of the value of some of them
as laborers, and all of them as furnishing materials for
manufactures and for food."]
The report was laid on the table and ordered to be

printed, and, on motion of Mr. HIRBARD, the Committee
on Printing were instructed to inquire into the expediency
of printing one hundred thousand extra oopies.

SENATE BILLS REFERRED.
The following bills of the Senate were then read twice

and appropriately referred:
An act for the relief of Mrs. E. A. McNeil, widow of

the late Gen. John McNeil.
An act for the relief of John F. Callan, administrator of

Daniel Kroner, deceased.
An net to authorise T. H. McManus to enter by pre¬

emption certain lands in the Greensburg land district.
Louisiana.
An act appropriating a sum of money for the comple¬

tion of the interment of officers and soldiers who died in
Mexico in the American cemetery near the city of
Mexico.
An act to grant the right of pre-emption to settlers on

the public land known as the " Maison Rouge Grant," and
for other pnrposes.
An act for the relief of the securities of Elijah J. Weed,

late quartermaster of marines, deceased.
An act for the relief of Nancy Wright.
An act for the relief of Robert Jemison and Benjamin

Williamson.
An act for the relief of Nathaniel Knykendall.
An act to provide compensation to William Woodbridge

Bnd Henry Chipman, for services in adjusting titles to
land in Michigan, and for other purposes.
An act for the relief of Sarah Flinn.
An act for the relief of David Osburn.
An act for the relief of Thomas D. Jeaning* «

An act Tor the relief of John McReynolds. of Detroit,
in the State of Miohigan.
An act for the relief of Samnel Bray.
An act for the relief of Thomas Rhodes.
An act granting the right of way and making a grant

of land to the State of Iewa in aid of the construction of
certain railroad* la said State.
An act for tha relief of Wm A. Christian
An act for the relief of Wm 8|>eiden.
An act granting the right of way to the State of Mis¬

souri, and a portion of the public lands to aid in the con¬
struction of certain railroads lor said Stat*

An let granting to the Sute ofAlabama tLe right ofWiJ
and a donation of public lands for nuking a railroad from
Selmu to the Tennetoee river.
An act to authorise the State of Wi*con»in to select the

residue of the land to which that State is eutitled under
the act of the 8th of August, 1846, t» aid in the improve¬
ment of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers.
An act making au appropriation for the erection of a

murine hospital at Portland, Maine.
Au act grunting to the State of Arkansas the right of

way aud a portion of the public land to aid in the con-
otruetion of railroads in that State.
A revolution to provide for straightening the eastern

boundary liue of the naval hospital lands at New York.
An act for the relief of G. Thomas Howard.
An act for the relief of St. John's church, in the city ef

Washington.
An act for the relief of Wm. C. Kaaton.
Au act for the relief Bryan Callagan.An act relating to the ouluries of officers of the Terri¬

tories of the United States, and to repeal the proviso in
the act eutitled " An act making appropriations for tbe
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the
year ending the DOth of June, 1852, aud for other pur-
poses," approved March 8, 1851.
An act to divide the State of Ohio into two judicial dis*

tricts, and to provide for holding the district and circuit
courts of the United States therein.
An act to authorize the payment of invalid pensions in

certain cases.
An act to compensate the owners of certain militarylands iu the State of Kentucky, granted to the officers and

soldiers of the Virginia State line ef the army of the revo¬
lution, which have been taken by paramount claims.
An act amendatory of existing laws relative to the half-

dollar, quarter-dollar, and half-dime.
An act increasing the salary of the district judge of the

United States for the district of New Hampshire.
An act to enable the proper accounting officers to com¬

plete a settlement with Captain Henry L. Kinney.
An act for the relief of Seneca G. Simmons.
An act to provide for a tri-monthly mail from New Or-

leans to Vera Cruz, via Tampico, and back, in stenm
i vessels.

An act to change the name of Joseph Lewis Breese, a
s midshipman in the navy of the United States.

An act to grant to certain settlers on the Menomonee
* purchase, north of Fox river, in the State of Wisconsin,
» the right of pre-emption.I An act for the relief of James ifones:

An act for the relief of Francis E. Baden.
' An act to grant the right of way to tne Ste. Genevieve
> Iron Mountain and Pilot Knob Plank Road Company.An act to grant to the State of Ohio the umold and un-

appropriated lauds remaining in that State.
Senate joint resolution authorizing the purchase of the

ninth volume of the laws of the United States; and Sen
'

ate bill for the relief of Anna Norton and Louis Foskil,
' were read three times and passed.

FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL.
Senate bill entitled " An act to provide for the ascer-

tayiment and satisfaction of claims of American citizens
for spoliations committed by the French prior to the 31st
day of July, 1801," was read twice.

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, moved that the bill be refer-
red to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,

Mr. HIBBARD moved that it be referred to the Com¬
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union.

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, said that the question had
been asked what had these claimB to do with the Com¬
mittee on Foreign Affairs ? All he had to say in reply to
this inquiry was, that from 1804 to the present time these
bills, when acted upon, had been reported from that com¬
mittee, without a single exception, so far as he knew.
Hence i| was he made the motion to give it that direction.

Mr. STANLY said that if this bill should go to the Com-
mittee of the Whole, under the rules of the House, it
would require a tyo-thirds vote to get it up.

Mr. HOUSTON. No; it will not.
Mr. STANLY. I ask the Speaker if it Is not so ?
The SPEAKER stated that to be taken up out of its or-

der it would require a two-thirds vote. It could, how¬
ever, be reached by passing by other bills.

* Mr. STANLY. Precisely. It will be morally impos-
[ sible to pass by other bills.

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, remarked thai, in reply to
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Batlt,) be would say

r that this bill had nothing to do with foreign matters. It
f was purely a domestic matter. In reference to what the
f gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Stanly) had said,
> he would remark that even if this bill should be referred
, to any other committee and be reported back, unless a

» two-thirds vote could be obtained to suspend the rules, it
would have to go to the Committee of the Whole on the

r state of the Union, under the rule which required all ap¬
propriations to b| considered in that Committee,

f Mr. STANLY said that the bill made no appropriation.
The yeas and nays were then demanded and ordered

t on the motion to refer the bill to the Committee of the
. Whole, pending which.

The House adjourned.

Wednesday, May 5,1852.
d -.

IN SENATE.
Mr. FISH presented concurrent resolutions of the Le¬

gislature of New York, setting forth that the public land
" of the Federal Government having been obtained from in-
e dividual States, or by conquests or by purchase, is the
e joint and common property of the States, held in trust
' by the General Government as a common fund for the use
" and benefit of all the State*, and should be faithfully and* fairly disposed of for that purpose. That while they ap¬

prove of the policy of liberal grants to the new States for
the purposes of education and internal improvements, they
deem it just for the old 8tates to share in grants for
the same public purposes, and claiming for New York her
just and rightful snare. That in consideration of the
grants made to the( new States at the time of and since
their admission into' the Union, and of the many applica¬
tions now made for still farther appropriations for rail¬
roads and internal improvements, their Senators and Re¬
presentatives be requested to urge upon Congress the pro¬
priety of making grants of land upon some equal and just
principle of appropriation to all the States, for the pur¬
poses of education and for other useful public purpose*,
having due regard to the grante already made, and the
population of the respective States. The resolutions were
read, ordered to be printed, and laid on the table.

Mr. SUMNER presented resolutions of tbe Legislature
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, concerning a

grant of public land in aid of national normal schools,
setting forth that Massachusetts deems it expedient and
just that Congress appropriate a portion of the public
lands to establish and endow a " National Agricultural
College," which shall be to tbe rural sciences what West
Point Academy is to the military, for the purpose of edu¬
cating teachers and professors for service in all the States
of the Republic; which were read, ordered to be printed,
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES.
By Mr. SHIELD8, from the Committee on Military

Affairs, asking to be discharged from the further consider¬
ation of the following memorials and resolutions of State
Legislatures:
From Charles B. Brower, a dismissed officer, asking to

be reinstated in his former rank.
From Charles Lee Jones, asking compensation for ser¬

vices and expenses incurred in organizing and subsisting
volunteers for the war with Mexico.
From Wm. Graham, W. L. Lothrop, and other non-com¬

missioned officers, asking additional pay for bravery ex¬
hibited during the Mexican war.
The resolutions of the Legislature of Louisiana, asking

that Baton Rouge might be allowed to enclose the grounds
attached to the barracks, to be used as a cemetery.
The resolutions of the Legislature of New Mexico, in¬

structing the delegate from that Territory to procure the
passage of a law to raise two regiments for the defence of
that Territory.The committee was discharged in all tbe above cases.

Also, from the same committee.U> which was referred
the bill to provide for the better protection of the people
of Oregon, reported back the same, with a recommenda¬
tion that it do not pass.

Also, from the same committee, to which was referred
the report of the Secretary of War in relation to the sur¬

vey of the Umpqua and Rogue rivers, in Oregon, reported
back the same, and moved that it lie on the table.

BILLS PASSED.
The following bills were severally read a third time and

passed:
The bill for the relief of Ursula E. Coble.
The bill for the relief of Jim Capers.
The bill granting to the 8tat* of Wisconsin tbe right of

way and a donation of the public lands, for tbe purpose
of locating and constructing a railroad from Fond dn Lac
to Janesville. .

The title of the sbove bill was amended.
DEFICIENCY BILL.

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of tbe
deficiency bill, when.

Mr. HUNTER rose and addressed the Senate in opposi¬
tion to the amendment giving increased compensation to
the Collins line.

Mr. RUSK replied briefly to the remarks of Mr. Hrs-
n*; when

Mr. JAMES obtained the floor, and the further consider¬
ation was postponed until to-morrow : and on his motion
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of Executive
business, and, after some considerable time spsat therein,
the doors were re-opened, and the Senate adjourned.

HOUHE OF RKPRK8ENTAT1VKS.
Mr. SJtYMOUR, ef New Yerk, by unanlmou* consent,

prseented resolutions of tbe Le<r*lature of that State,
urging upon Congress " tbe propriety of making grants

of la&d, tipoo gome equal and ju®t principle of appropria-tioo, to all the States." Luid ou the table.
PRINTING.

The SPEAKER stated that the first business in order
was the consideration of the following resolution, reportedby the Committee on Printing on Friday last:

That there be printed for the lue of the House rfRepresentative* 60,DUO copie* of the mechanical part of thePatent Office report, and three thousand additional oupies forthe use of the Commissioner of Patents.
Mr. TUCK raised the question of order, that the firstbusiness in order was the motion to refer to the Commit¬

tee of the Whole the French Spoliation bill, it having beentaken from the Speaker's table on Moaday.The SPEAKER decided that the resolution from theCommittee on Printing was the first business in order.
According to the practice of the House, the French Spo¬liation bill was confined to business on the Speaker's ta¬
ble, and would be the first thing in order when the House
should proceed to that business.

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the House go into Commit¬
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, with a view
of taking up the Homestead bill; which motion was disa¬
greed to : Ayes G3, noes 77.
The House then proceeded to consider the resolution

reported by the Committee on Printing.
Mr. CUNGMAN said that he had no disposition to oc¬

cupy the time of the House in discusaing this question;
but, with a view of ascertaining the sense of the House, he
would move that the resolution be committed to the Com¬
mittee on Printing, and that they are hereby initrueted

to report to this House what, if any, arrangement has
been made to have the public printing executed ; and if
any other than th* public printer has been employed, to
report what prices they have agreed to pay ; and that the
said committee be instructed to let out such printing as
the present contractor cannot execute to the lowest re¬
sponsible bidder, after ten days' notice."

Mr. STUART raised the question of order, that it was
not competent to instruct the Committee ou Printing in
regard to any thing except that which was pertinent to
the subject matter it was moved to recommit. The sub¬
ject sought to be recommitted was a report from the Com¬
mittee on Printing, directing the printing of a certain
number of extra copies of the report <tf:the Commissioner
of Patents. The instructions did not propose any modifi¬
cation of the former report, or a substitute therefor ; but
related to the subject of public printing generally, and
were in contravention of the existing Jhw.
The SPEAKER decided that the motion of Mr. Cuna-

mah was in order. He was of opinion.that the action of
the committee on the subject of prtatibg generally, of
which the printing of the Patent Office .report was a part,
might very reasonably be presumed to affect to some ex¬
tent the action of the House on the pending resolution. As
to the effect of the instructions, in vieV of existing laws,
he thought it more properly a question for the decision of
the House than for the chair.

Mr. STUART appealed from this decision, and some
discussion ensued on the appeal, which was participatedin by Messrs. CARTTER, STUART, CWNGMAN, STAN¬
LY, and others.
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, then moved the previous

question.
Mr. EVANS moved that the appeal be laid on the table;

which motion was agreed to : Yeas 122, nays 44.
So the decision of the Chair was sustained.
The SPEAKER then stated the question to be uponagreeing to the motion submitted by Mr. C Lisamam tore-

commit the resolutions with instructions.
Mr. GORMAN, from the Committee on Printing, on the

part of the House, modified his report of the pending re¬
solution by adding thereto the following, vix: " the cost
of printing said mechanical part of said Patent Office re¬
port will be about forty-nine cents per copy."

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, moved to amend the instruc¬
tions offered by Mr. Cumgmax by putting them in the
form of a joint resolution.
He remarked that he had heard a great deal about the

" higher law party" in this country. The object of his
amendment was to ascertain how many of that party there
were in the House, and he would undertake to say that
his opinion was that one of the branches of the Legisla¬
ture of the United States set more examples of higher law
than any other body of the same number. They did this
every day in riding down their own rules. By the Con¬
stitution of the United States each House had authority
to adopt its own rule? of proceeding. After they had
done this, the rules were precisely as much the law of the
land, adopted in pursuance of the Constitution, as any
other law. And yet the House constantly undertook to
exercise the higher law privilege, and run over these
rules!
By the law of 1846 the subject of the public printing

was committed to the Joint Committee on Printing of the
two Houses, and during this whole session there had been
attempts on the part of one House, without the concur¬
rence or sanction of the other, to control that law. In
other words, there had been a practical attempt to assert
here the higher law doctrine. He should not go into a
minute discussion of this law regulating public printings
because it had already been discussed, and he had no dis -

position to go over the ground again ; but he would saythat the committee had plenary power over this subject,and that neither of the two Houses could control the
committee; ^nd when one of the two Houses undertook
to repeal the law of Congress, s'anctiened by the Presi-
dent, they were undertaking to assert the higher law doc-

' trine. He was utterly opposed to this. When a question
arose as to the number of copies each Honse would
issue, each had the sole authority to decide itself.
How these documents could be printed, how the pablicprinting was to be executed, aad as to whether the publicprinting had been executed according to the contract or
not.all this by law had been committed to the Joint Com¬
mittee on Printing, whose conduct was regulated, not bythe rules of the House, or by the rules of the Senate, but
by a law which was passed by both Houses and approvedby the President. These instructions were for a joint
committee constituted by law; and he undertook to main¬
tain that th* House had no right to giye instructions to
the committee in any other mode than by a joint resolu¬
tion of the two Houses.

Mr. EVANS said that this subject had occupied the
attention of the House since the 28th Congress. Persons
whs had executed the public printing had put such large
sums of money into tneir pockets that the 29th Con¬
gress.a Democratic one.determined that the contract
system should be adopted ; and what had been the conse¬
quence t This system had been violated at every step,and combinations had been formed in this city by pressesof both parties to break this system down.
The 8enate of the United States, as be had understood,

had given to the Republic the printing of fifty thousand
copies of this report, and the question now arose here,
whether Donelson ft Armstrong should have their part of
the printing of Congress T It apj>eared that they could
not obtain their part of the bargain, and it was not a fair
shake. He was opposed to all combinations, to all cor¬
rupt or incorrupt bargains for the purpose of compensat¬
ing the press of either party. He would pledge him¬
self never to vote one cent for sny Whig press, (and be
was a Whig,) or any other presb, and he trusted the
Democratic party would stand by him.
He supposed those gentlemen who had agreed to th* eem

bination between th* Union and the Republic would stand
up to the rack. The Republic had obtained the printingof the Patent OSce report.their manger was replete,their loft was full of hay, while Donelson ft Armstrongcould not get their part of the bargain. This was the
whole secret of the affair, and every body knew It. He
hoped that the House would stand by the contract sys¬tem, and put down those men who combine against It.
He hope l they would execute the contract system at
every risk ; and if they did not do this, he trusted theywould resort to that which nearly all Governments had
resorted to.a public printing oAce. It would be an
easy matter to establish a Government printing office, free
of all corruption.Mr. GORMAN, in the course of Mr. Evass's remarks,explained the action of the Committee on Printing. He
said that a proposition was made in the committee to givethe printing to the Union and Republic, and it was voted
down. The committee on the part of the Senate then
introduced a proposition that each committee should giveout such printing as it saw proper, each half of the Com¬
mittee exercising Its own jndgment. The committee on
the part of the House, under this arrangement, hsd exe¬
cuted a contract with Donelson ft Armstrong, and theyhad order*! the printing of one single document, for rhat
was all in weir possession. They had strenuously kept
the contract with Mr. Hamilton, and, whenever he could
execute It, the printing had been given to him. The com¬
mittee on the part of the House were not responsible fbr
the action of the oommitte* on the part of the Senate
He did not know what action th*y had taken. He would
not suffer here or elsewhere rumors that he had acted in
any manner, except in good faith. He was seriou«lyanxious to report to the House what the committee ha.I
done, and did not desire to conceal any thing from the
House. Such a oonrse would be unjust to the House,
and the country would rebuke him for so doing. There¬
fore, he would net permit, here or elsewhere, insinuations
that he had acted in bad faith, when he had done the best
he could. He bed no disposition to disobey any sugge*-tions which might be made by the House. He Should frel
in honor bound to carry them out faithfully. The eon-
tract now had been made with Donelson ft Armstrong t0
do such printing as the contractor had failed to execute,
and the publio printer had seat in a memorial asking re¬

lief, and he should feel very much inolined, unJer the
ruinous contraot he had made, to allow him th*
of tea per cent, already deducted from his bids, i

public printer had said that he oould net perform the

contract.
.

Mr. JONB8. of Tennessee. b7 wa* «
he wonbl demand the previous question.

pMiding the oa *oUaifc'
House adjourned.


